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MESSAGES BULLETIN 

FROM THE DARLINGTON SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN BOARD 

ISSUE 17 – April 2019  

Welcome to the seventeenth bulletin from the Darlington Safeguarding Children Board.  The Board is made 

up of leaders from a range of organisations such as the Local Authority, police, public health, the Clinical 

Commissioning Group (CCG), providers of health care, social care, housing, voluntary services and the 

Probation Services all of whom have an interest in safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.  On 

a bi-monthly basis the Board meets to ensure safeguarding practice is well coordinated and meeting the 

safeguarding needs of children in Darlington. 

 

The Board met on 2nd April 2019 and the headlines from the meeting are: 

 

    New Safeguarding Partnership Arrangements   

Board members held a discussion around the proposed new 

Safeguarding Partnership arrangements which must be 

implemented no later than September 2019. The draft plan of the 

structure of the Safeguarding Partnership was shared with Board 

members who were invited to submit comments to the Business 

Unit by the end of the week. Further updates will follow later in the    

year.  

 

Examples of good safeguarding practice to carry forward into the new 

arrangements 

Partner organisations were invited to update the Board on progress 

made within their respective agencies and give examples of good multi 

agency practice. Board members highlighted strong partnership working 

and effective relationships, excellent multi-agency safeguarding training 

opportunities, continual use of the professional challenge procedure and 

prevention as positives which we must maintain when we move to the new arrangements. We 

must also remain flexible in our response to emerging themes with an emphasis on early 

intervention and open and honest relationships.   

 

 Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel: First National Review 

 Edward Timpson, Chair of the Child Safeguarding Practice Review 

Panel, in a letter to the Secretary of State for Education has announced 

that the first national child safeguarding practice review will commence 

in March 2019. The review will focus on adolescents in need of state 

protection from criminal exploitation. Further information: Announcement of the child 

safeguarding practice review panel’s first national review (PDF) 

http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/1nbaydeWMyiJj0CvIsBt0xK10
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/1nbaydeWMyiJj0CvIsBt0xK10
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi_3e_rjLThAhU0RRUIHWCcCq8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttps://www.fenews.co.uk/press-releases/26042-detailed-guide-report-a-serious-child-safeguarding-incident%26psig%3DAOvVaw3zkP4Umo8mMOa52ex9K8i4%26ust%3D1554386939572471&psig=AOvVaw3zkP4Umo8mMOa52ex9K8i4&ust=1554386939572471
https://www.gograph.com/clipart/vector-legacy-concept-illustration-gg71383722.html
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Troubled Families Programme 

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government has 

published a series of reports outlining findings from the evaluation of the 

Troubled Families Programme 2015 to 2020. Reports include: a summary 

of key findings from the different strands of the evaluation; an overview 

of data about the families worked with and the programme’s impact; qualitative findings from 

interviews with families and staff; and findings from surveys with the programme's coordinators, 

keyworkers, employment advisers and participants. Findings include: the programme appears to have 

reduced the proportion of looked after children and the proportion of adults and children receiving 

custodial sentences; evidence suggests families at risk are being identified more proactively and that 

multi-agency working has strengthened. Further information: National evaluation of the Troubled 

Families Programme 2015-2020: evaluation overview policy report (PDF) 

 

Multi-Agency Safeguarding Reform Event  
In March 2019 the Business Manager attended a Multi-Agency 

Safeguarding Reform event which was organised through the DfE, Home 

Office and Department of Health and Social Care.  A presentation from 

National Children’s Bureau included updates on the early adopter 

programme and presentations from Northumbria and York outlined the progress to date. There was 

also a presentation from the Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel, which advises practice 

guidance on reviews will be published shortly.  The Panel has received 250 notifications since it was 

established in July 2018 and as a result has identified a number of themes it wishes to focus on.  As 

highlighted earlier, the first National Review is due to commence shortly and will focus on adolescents 

in need of protection from criminal exploitation.   

 

  Retirements, resignations, appointments and changes to membership 

  Appointment - Ann Baxter has been appointed as the new Independent 

Scrutineer/Chair for the new joint safeguarding arrangements following a 

recent selection process. Board members congratulated Ann and 

welcomed her to her new role.  

  Appointment - The Business Unit welcomes Joyce Bowler who has been 

appointed as Business Support Officer following the recent recruitment 

process.  

 Change to Membership – Kay Kelly, Secondary head resigned in February, 

and Nick Lindsay has been appointed as the new board member 

representing the Secondary Education sector. 

 

Independent Chair of the Safeguarding Children 

Board is: 

 

Simon Hart 

The Safeguarding Children Board is supported by a 

joint business unit which also supports the Darlington 

Safeguarding Adults Partnership Board. 

 

For further information you can contact a member of 

the team on: 01325 406452 or visit our website: 

www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk 

 

 

http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/1nUATjfiRaTTCDV36yWsGAcxV
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/1nUATjfiRaTTCDV36yWsGAcxV
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi7xM2FusrfAhUG-YUKHQX0DhgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.iconspng.com/image/21287/silhouette-of-female-typing-on-a-computer&psig=AOvVaw1AYaAs8qrJp8E9sf9mMieE&ust=1546358905042155
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjz54jCjrThAhV9URUIHYOBA9oQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Housing,_Communities_and_Local_Government&psig=AOvVaw1kEqAbzo1Vi5vRz4q9lijm&ust=1554387420647924
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjE4_zBj7ThAhWhSxUIHdjZC5MQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://innovationcsc.co.uk/multi-agency-safeguarding-reform/&psig=AOvVaw07m5ufKe3nlOfQ9S0fkqxJ&ust=1554387688854180

