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Welcome to the fifth bulletin from the Darlington Safeguarding Adults Partnership Board. The Board is
made up of leaders from a range of organisations such as Police, Local Authority, Public Health, Care
Quality Commission (CQC), Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG), providers of Health Care, Social Care,
Housing, Voluntary Services and the Probation Services all of whom have an interest in safeguarding adults
at risk of abuse or neglect. On a bi-monthly basis the Board meets to ensure safeguarding practice is well
coordinated and meeting the needs of individuals subject to safeguarding procedures.
The Board met on 02 February 2017 and the headlines from the meeting are:
Learning from case reviews
DSAPB will undertake learning reviews into specific cases in order to
understand the strengths of multi-agency practice as well as how agencies
can work better together to safeguard and protect adults from abuse or
neglect who can’t protect themselves. These types of reviews are not
published, but the Board will communicate the learning.
The Board received a presentation into a case where there was severe self-neglect. Self-neglect was
introduced in the Care Act 2014 as a new category of abuse. Self-neglect can be a complex and challenging
issue for people working with individuals because of the balance between respecting a person’s autonomy
and fulfilling their duty to protect the adult’s health and wellbeing. The Board will develop an action plan
to respond to the learning and agencies will be required to give assurances to Board on their progress and
difference they have made to their practice.
Learning from Mental Capacity (MCA) and Best Interests (BIA)Audit
Board undertook a multi-agency thematic audit to seek assurances that
capacity was assumed and where there are concerns regarding an
individuals capacity good quality assessments were undertaken. The audit
found that MCA/BIA assessments could be better and agencies needed to
accurately record the information about an individuals capacity. It was agreed training into MCA/BIA
needed to be reviewed to support practitioners to understand when and how to undertake a MCA/BIA
assessment. The Board have also developed a practitioner event which is to develop safeguarding practice
aimed at practiioners with a focus on the mental capacity act.

1

Developing a stronger Safeguarding Adults Partnership Board
The Board partners met in December 2016 to reflect on progress todate, what
further work the Board needed to prioritise and areas of how it can develop
and improve which will strengthen how agencies work together to safeguard
and promote the well being of adults at risk in Darlington. The Board discussed
the priorities and a follow up meeting has been arranged in March to finalise
the Business Plan. Board will receive the finalised Business Plan in March 2017. Once approved, the plan
will be available on the Safeguarding Boards website.

Improving the support and coordination of support to Gypsy, Roma and Traveller
(GRT) Community
It has been acknowledged by Board that in Darlington it has the largest population of
the GRT community. Board are seeking assurances that the community are able to
access support and provision from all services. The initial work has established there is
specialist provision available, but the coordination of this work should be improved.
Board noted that there are other communities that Board need to seek assurances on
in respect of access to provision and safeguarding services. It was agreed further work is to be undertaken
with strategic leads for Board to seek these assurances.

Approved policies and procedures to support practitioners
The following procedures have been approved and are available from the
Safeguarding Boards’ Website in the professional’s area:
 PREVENT Practice Guidance and Channel Process
 Protocol for collaborative working and information sharing between
professionals to protect children and vulnerable adults

Dedicated Safeguarding Team in Darlington led by a Detective Inspector
Durham Constabulary has reviewed their structure to merge the child and adult
safeguarding teams. This change has increased the capacity and will develop
Detectives knowledge and experience of dealing with all safeguarding matters. It
will also provide greater effectiveness in supervision leading to quicker
investigations and an improved outcome for victims.

Independent Chair of the Safeguarding Adults Partnership Board is:
Ann Baxter

The Safeguarding Adults Partnership Board is
supported by a joint business unit which also
supports the Darlington Safeguarding Children
Board.
For further information you can contact a
member of the team on: 01325 406452 or visit
our website:
www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk
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